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I first had the pleasure of interviewing Jonathan (Murphy) Cormur for our Autism Empowerment Radio Podcast in 2013. 
We learned about how he turned childhood challenges into opportunities to help others, chatted about his blossoming 
acting career, and listened joyfully while he charmed our listeners with samples of a wide range of fun character voices.

Fast forward to 2022. Jonathan is still doing great things. He is now the star of the funny and empowering family and 
children’s podcast, Dorktales Storytime and we’re excited to share his journey with you. Here’s Jonathan!

www.spectrumlife.org

RECREATION

The person you will read about in this article, 
see performing on a stage, hear voicing a character, or 
listen to on the Dorktales Storytime Podcast, is a galaxy’s 
distance away from the boy I used to be. I was the kid in 
the corner pacing back and forth, the boy who wanted to 
go unnoticed and be left alone to live inside my own mind.

I read that someone once said that autism is like being a 
hedgehog. Hedgehogs want to get close to other hedgehogs, 
but because of their spines, they’re afraid getting too close 
will hurt. That was me. I wanted to reach out to people but 
I was so afraid of getting rejected. And I had a reason to 
be fearful because kids my age never understood me. 
Whenever I was the real me, I got laughed at or bullied. 
No, best to keep my head down and remain invisible.

Thanks to the support of my family, friends and 
teachers who cared about me, I began a journey towards 
engagement and connection. They consistently pushed 
me to the forefront, encouraging me to be myself and 
take on challenges they knew I could handle — even 
when I resisted, they never gave up on me.

I felt inner-pressure to be ‘typical’ and set myself up 
for disappointment when I couldn’t live up to society’s 
norms. When I let go of those expectations, my attitude 
turned positive and my life changed dramatically. I 
discovered something I was really good at and a path 
towards independence!

I’m not a technical genius nor an athlete, but when I act, 
people take notice and pay attention. I cannot improvise 
in life, but I am masterful on stage or in a sound booth. 
I’ve done Shakespeare, musicals, and children’s theater. 
Today, I am a member of the actor’s union, and I’ve been 
hired to do character voices on video games, apps, toys, 
podcasts...even for a major theme park.

Being autistic hasn’t stopped me from achieving and 
pursuing my dreams.

Jonathan, what were some of your early childhood 
interests?

I have always enjoyed stories—books, movies, cartoons, 
plays—and they helped me learn about human connection, 
emotions, humor, and even social etiquette. Some of my 
favorite books were Goosebumps, especially when I could 
choose the ending, and The Hobbit.

I was a huge fan of The Disney Afternoon’s lineup, from 
the Adventures of the Gummi Bears to Gargoyles (and 
every show in between). And, I learned the periodic table 
and every state capital thanks to the Animaniacs.

My grandparents took me to my first musical, The Phantom
of the Opera, when I was seven years old. I couldn’t 
take my eyes off the stage. The Phantom’s story was 
so tragic—he was an outcast and feared because of his 
outward appearance. I can still remember how the actors, 
the staging, the costumes and the orchestra made me feel 
as though I was living in the story.

How did your passions encourage and inspire you to 
become an actor?

I feel so comfortable and confident when I’m on a stage 
or in a recording booth. I understand what’s expected 
of me and I know how to connect with an audience. I 
invent my characters’ backstories so I can perform them 
with authenticity, and if a fellow actor goes off script, 
I can improvise dialog without missing a beat. It seems 
so strange to me that I can do all of these things, since I 
often feel socially awkward in real life.

How long have you been acting professionally and what 
did it take to get there?

I became a member of the Screen Actors Guild-American 
Federation of Television and Radio Artists (SAG-AFTRA) 
in 2015. I worked towards achieving this milestone for at 
least nine years. I earned my AA in theater, performed in 
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community theater, took voice over classes and workshops 
from professionals, auditioned, auditioned, and auditioned 
and did as many non-union jobs as I could to build my 
resume and grow my skills.

What have been some of your favorite acting projects?

My first voice acting job was for California’s Great America, 
where I did all the in-park voice over for shows, a few rides, 
and their Halloween Haunt. My favorite was voicing the evil 
Overlord, the Haunt’s official mascot.

One of my favorite experiences was playing a cutscene 
character, Jesse, in 2K Game’s Mafia III video game. I was in a 
MOCAP suit and helmet, completely surrounded by cameras 
in a full circle, and got to perform the scene with two other 
actors. When I showed up at my call time, they let me know 
that they had completely rewritten the script! Yikes! But 
everyone there was so nice and supportive, and I ended up 
getting my part shot in two takes.

Recently, I’ve had the opportunity to play characters on 
America’s Test Kitchen Mystery Recipe podcast and had a 
guest storytelling experience on the What If World podcast. 
Best of all, I now have an opportunity to regularly engage in 
storytelling and character voice acting in my own podcast, 
Dorktales Storytime.

What is the origin story behind Dorktales Storytime?

Dorktales Storytime was born out of a desire to create 
something that would continue our family’s mission of 
acceptance through storytelling.

We created four original “Dorktales” in 2013, which I 
performed at local theaters and libraries prior to the 
pandemic. I found that all my skills really came together 
when telling these stories, and so we decided to turn the 
project into a podcast. We made a new logo, commissioned 
illustrations, and wrote up a batch of new stories.

The podcast launched during the pandemic in August 2020, 
and has grown consistently over the past year and a half. 
Currently, we’re in the top 5% of all podcasts (according to 
Listen Notes) and we’ve been featured in Common Sense 
Media’s Picks for Apple Podcasts and in Podcast Magazine.

What is the Dorktales Storytime Podcast?

This is the podcast my sister and I wish we could have 
listened to when we were growing up! Dorktales Storytime 
is a scripted podcast featuring two kinds of tales: 1) slightly 
wacky and very geeky retellings of classic fairy tales with 
important life lessons; and, 2) untold stories about the hidden 
heroes of history—yesterday’s geeks, nerds and dorks who are 
today’s must-know visionaries, great minds, dream makers, 
achievers, and inventors we never learned about in school.

Who is your primary audience?

Kids and their grown-ups — especially kids who need to 
know that they are inherently remarkable. I learned the 
qualities that make me a geek and nerd are my greatest 
assets. I want kids to know that they can be themselves 
and be proud geeks too!

Tell us about your sidekick Mr. Redge.

Mr. Reginald T. Hedgehog, AKA Mr. Redge, is my storytelling 
sidekick and my BHFF (best hedgehog friend forever). He’s 
curious, clever, and wears his heart on his quills. He’s often 
the reason why I’m telling a story — to help him understand 
his feelings or sort through his reactions to a particular issue.

Your character voices are funny, charming, witty, and 
quirky. How many have you created?

Thank you! So far, I’ve created and voiced 69 main characters 
and 50 side characters for the podcast. This includes Mr. 
Redge, a variety of kings, queens, princesses, witches, ogres, 
trolls, a crypt-keeper, and a huge menagerie of sentient 
animals. You will also hear a few pop-culture easter eggs—
including Scooby-Doo, Eeyore, and Jean Luc Picard impressions.

Do you voice all the characters in the podcast?

Yes, I do. Jermaine Hamilton from Hamilton Sound Studios 
is our podcast’s audio engineer, and I record in his studio. I 
perform the entire script, alternating back and forth as the 
different characters. This format makes the editing process 
easier and cost-effective, but I also think it makes the stories 
more engaging.

In our current Season 3, some amazing voice talent will be 
making guest appearances on the show—I’m looking forward 
to this because I really enjoy the collaborative process and 
working with fellow voice professionals.

Is each episode a unique story or do characters ever appear 
in multiple episodes?

Most of our stories stand alone, but there are some characters 
who make appearances in multiple episodes. We’ve done a 
few stories featuring “Big Bad,” the wolf who has made quite 
a transformation from his huffing and puffing days.

We are building a world as our canon grows and will start 
introducing special Dorktales lore episodes to share the 
origins of the lands of “Once Upon a Time.”
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How many people are involved behind the scenes and what 
are their roles?

We call ourselves the Dork Squad! My sister Molly is a 
producer and scriptwriter. She’s also working on composing 
and producing music for the pod, including our very own 
theme song! Amy Thompson is a friend and someone both 
Molly and I performed with when we did children’s theater 
together. She’s working as a writer and actor in Los Angeles, 
and she pens our hilarious fractured fairy tales.

Jermaine Hamilton, who has worked for years in the music 
and audiobook industries, does our sound production, editing 
and mastering. Arthur Lin magically brings our stories to 
life through his illustrations. My mom, Jodi Murphy, is the 
show’s executive producer, and she keeps all of us on track 
so we can focus on being our creative selves. She also takes 
care of our social media, website and marketing.

Considering your autistic neurology, what are your biggest 
strengths being a voice actor?

When my first talent agent at my current agency signed me, 
he said that “autism is your greatest asset.” What he meant is 
that I’m responsible, professional, show up on time, can quickly 
memorize my scripts and sides, and I work well with directors.

I have to say that I couldn’t do this without the support of my 
mom who helps me with the parts of the business I find 
challenging: scheduling, social media, and online networking. 
She makes it possible for me to be successful by just being me.

Do you ever experience anxiety or stage fright? If so, what 
do you do to overcome that challenge?

Though I experience anxiety in my day-to-day life, I don’t 
experience it or stage fright when it comes to performing. 
I also don’t take it personally when I audition and don’t get 
the part.

What advice would you give to a neurodivergent youth or 
adult who might want to do voice acting?

Voice acting is a very competitive career, like any creative 
field, so it’s important that you be patient and persistent. The 
absolute best way to start is by taking acting classes. Voice 
over doesn’t just happen from your voice alone; it takes your 
entire body to perform a script.

When you’re ready, take some voice over classes from a reputable 
studio and learn about the profession. I studied for years at 
Voice One in San Francisco and was able to learn the craft 
from people who are actively working in the industry. Check 
into the Global Voice Acting Academy (GVAA) and The Voice 
Over Network for online classes and resources.

What advice would you give to parents in supporting their 
children throughout the journey?

Do what you can with the resources you have to let your 
kids explore their interests...you never know where it may 
lead. You might have to think out-of-the-box to find them 
opportunities, especially if they don’t already exist. I am so 

thankful that my parents stayed one step ahead of me to find 
ways for me to grow in my skills and confidence. And they 
still give me all kinds of support as an independent adult.

Where can readers connect with you and listen to the 
Dorktales Storytime Podcast?

You can find the podcast at www.dorktalesstorytime.com 
or at www.jonincharacter.com. You can connect with me on 
my social media @jonincharacter on Instagram and 
Facebook and our podcast @dorktalesstorytime on 
Instagram and Facebook, and @dorktalesstory on Twitter.

What else is important for Spectrum Life Magazine readers 
to know?

Join our Dork Squad! Sign up for our newsletter because 
that’s where we give our fans special bonuses and resources. 
And we’re always looking to feature kids’ questions on the 
podcast in our “Mr. Redge Hotline” segments. Go to 
www.jonincharacter.com/contact-the-podcast for the many 
ways you can communicate with “Jonathan and Mr. Redge.”

And finally, go be the hero of your own story and I’ll see you 
once-upon-a-time!
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Karen “Prickles” Krejcha is a co-founder of Autism Empowerment, 

where she serves as Executive Director. She is Editor of  

Spectrum Life Magazine and host of the Autism Empowerment Podcast. 

Karen was diagnosed on the autism spectrum in her 40s, after the 

diagnosis of her two children. She has been married to John Krejcha for 

over 29 years and is devoted to being a loving wife, mom, daughter and 

ambassador of acceptance and empowerment worldwide.


